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MANDATORY MODIFICATIONS AND INSPECTIONS 


i introduction 


1.1 This Notice contains information concerning classification, 
notification and identification of mandatory modifications 
and inspections and of availability of associated publications. 
Further details are given in paragraph 2 for British manu- 
factured products and paragraph 3 for foreign manufactured 
products. 


NOTE: Where the term ‘product’ is used in this Notice it includes air- 
frames, engines, propellers, radio stations, accessories, instruments and 
equipment. 


1.2 The provisions of Article 8(7) of the Air Navigation Order 
(1980) are such that a Certificate of Airworthiness in respect of 
an aircraft registered in the United Kingdom will cease to be in 
force until any modifications or inspection, being a modifi- 
cation or inspection required by the Authority, is completed. 


1.3 For the purpose of compliance with Article 8(7) a ‘modi- 
fication or inspection required by the Authority’ is one which 
has been classified as mandatory by the CAA. It is, therefore, 
incumbent on the Operator to ensure that he is aware of the 
published information (Service Bulletins, Technical News 
Sheets, etc.) concerning mandatory modifications and inspec- 
tions in respect of his aircraft including its engines, propellers, 
radio, accessories, instruments and equipment and to act 
accordingly. 


NOTE: The Operator is advised to institute a procedure for the assessment 
of published information in order to ensure that an adequate and timely 


response will be made. 
LEAS 


1.4 In certain instances, requirements for mandatory modi- 
fications and inspections are issued in respect of foreign manu- 
factured engines and equipment fitted to British constructed 
aircraft. Likewise requirements for mandatory modifications 
and inspections are issued in respect of British manufactured 
engines and equipment fitted to foreign constructed aircraft on 
the British register. Operators are therefore reminded that the 
total requirements for a complete aircraft including its equip- 
ment, can only be ascertained by making reference to the 
paragraphs of this Notice which relate both to British and to 
foreign constructed products. 


1.5 If, in the course of work connected with matters dealt with 
in this Notice, the Operator becomes aware of any potential 
airworthiness problems he should, without delay, advise the 
local CAA Area Office. (See Airworthiness Notice No. 2 for 
list). 

1.6 This Notice also contains guidance to foreign airworthiness 
authorities and operators as to the means by which they will 
be told of modifications and inspections classified as mand- 
atory by the CAA for British manufactured products. 


2 Products of British Manufacture 


2.1 The following modifications and inspections are classified 
as mandatory: 


(a) Those notified in a CAA Airworthiness Directive. These 
are normally notified initially by the product constructor/ 
manufacturers documents* using an annotation in the 
following terms: “This modification/inspection has been 
classified as mandatory by the Civil Aviation Authority’. 
The allocated CAA Airworthiness Directive number may 
not appear in the constructor/manufacturers documents 
but will be quoted when it is published in the Mandatory 
Modifications and Inspections Summary (see paragraph 
2.7). 


(b) Those notified in a CAA Emergency Airworthiness 
Directive. 


(c) Those necessary to comply with CAA Airworthiness 
Notices of a mandatory character (e.g. Nos. 41, 81). 


2.2 Modifications and inspections are classified as mandatory 
by the CAA in consultation with the approved organisation 
concerned and, at the same time, the criterion for embodiment 
or compliance, e.g. a date, a number of hours or cycles, is 
decided. 





*Documents such as Service Bulletins, Technical News Sheets, etc. are used for 
this purpose. , 





2.3 In deciding a criterion for embodiment or compliance, the 
following are taken into account: : 


(a) the degree of urgency, 


(b) the availability of modified parts and factors affecting 
their delivery, e.g. the number of products concerned and 
their geographical location, 


(c) the amount of work required to complete the modifica- 
tion/inspection. 


2.4 Wherever possible, the criterion for embodiment or com- 
pliance is fixed to coincide with periodical inspections or over- 
hauls so that the Operator has a reasonable amount of time for 
carrying out the work. In addition, consideration is given to 
the possibility of a special inspection procedure as, at least, a 
temporary alternative to the embodiment of a modification. 
Operators and their contracted maintenance organisations are 
expected, when necessary, to make priority arrangements to 
achieve compliance within the period specified. 


2.5 The initial notification of a mandatory modification or 
inspection by the constructor/manufacturer (e.g. Service 
Bulletins, Technical News Sheet) is distributed to all known 
operators of the aircraft and to all Airworthiness Authorities 
to whom those operators are responsible. 


2.6 In addition to the initial notification by the constructor/ 
manufacturer (see paragraph 2.5), the CAA will advise the 
Responsible Authority of all ICAO Contracting States listed 
in the current edition of ICAO Circular 95-AN/78/3. The 
method of notification (e.g. telex, cable or airmail) will depend 
upon the urgency of the information. A further notifica- 
tion is made to those Responsible Authorities by the trans- 
mission of amendments to the publication ““Mandatory Modi- 
fications and Inspections Summary” (see paragraph 2.7), which 
they receive in accordance with Airworthiness Notice No. 22. 


NOTES: (1) In view of the notification procedure described in paragraph 
2.5, Operators and organisations undertaking maintenance 
or overhaul of aircraft have a duty to ensure that their 
names and addresses are known to the constructors of the 
aircraft for which they are responsible. 


(2) As a general rule modifications and inspections notified by 
an equipment manufacturer as mandatory will have been the 
subject of discussion and agreement between the equipment 
manufacturer and the aircraft constructor and would have 
allowed the aircraft constructor to issue a covering bulletin, 
where this is appropriate. (However see paragraph 1.4). 
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2.7] Information on mandatory modifications and inspections 

i applicable to British manufactured products is summarised in 

the publication “Mandatory Aircraft Modifications and Inspec- 

tions Summary’, published by the CAA. Details are given in 
Airworthiness Notice No. 6. 


| 3 Products of Foreign Manufacture 


3.1 The following modifications and inspections are classified as 
mandatory: 


(a) Those notified as mandatory in a foreign Airworthiness 
Directive or equivalent notification issued by the Respon- 
sible Authority of the State of Construction, unless 
notification by the CAA is made to the contrary. 


(b) Those notified in a CAA Additional Airworthiness 
Directive. 


(c) Those notified in a CAA Emergency Airworthiness 
Directive. 


(d) Those necessary to comply with CAA Airworthiness 
Notices of a mandatory character (e.g. Nos. 41, 81). 


3.2 CAA Additional Airworthiness Directives 


3.2.1 The CAA may vary the content or application of a 
foreign Airworthiness Directive, in which case details will 
be promulgated in a CAA Additional Airworthiness Direc- 
tive* preceded, if necessary, by a CAA Emergency Air- 
worthiness Directive. Where the CAA has issued a CAA 
Additional Airworthiness Directive in advance of the 
notification by the Responsible Authority of the State of 
Construction, the CAA Directive shall be observed, unless 
subsequently revoked. 


3.2.2 In addition to the purpose described in paragraph 3.2.1, 
CAA Additional Airworthiness Directives are also used to 
notify mandatory modifications and inspections additional 
to those notified by the Responsible Authority of the State 
of Construction. 


*Issued in the CAA Publication “Foreign Airworthiness Directives’ (see 
paragraph 3.3). 
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3.2.3 In respect of large transport aircraft (MTWA exceeding 
5700 kg) the investigation to establish the need for a CAA 
Additional Airworthiness Directive is carried out by the 
CAA in close co-operation with the Operators of the type. 
Except where urgency is involved which merits the issue of a 
CAA Emergency Airworthiness Directive, Operators con- 
cerned will be formally notified of the intention of the CAA 
to issue an Additional Airworthiness Directive, and a period 
of 21 days will be allowed for them to comment. 


3.3 Notification of mandatory modifications and inspections 
applicable to foreign manufactured products (both foreign 
Airworthiness Directives and CAA Additional Airworthi- 
ness Directives) is by issue of amendments to the three 
volumes of the publication “Foreign Airworthiness Direc- 
tives” published by the CAA. This publication deals 
separately with products of USA manufacture and those 
manufactured in foreign countries other than the USA. 
Details are given in Airworthiness Notice No. 6. Because of 
delays inherent in the system, for any product the definitive 
list will have to be agreed with the CAA. 


NOTES: (1) It is important that operators of foreign constructed air- 
craft on the British register arrange to receive copies of 
“Foreign Airworthiness Directives’ and use the latest 
issue so that any requirements additional to the previous 
issue can be complied with. 


(2) Foreign Airworthiness Directives usually refer to con- 
structor/manufacturer bulletins, etc., therefore owners, 
operators and organisations undertaking maintenance or 
overhaul of aircraft should ensure that their names and 
addresses are known to constructors of the aircraft for 
which they are responsible. 


{ 


4 CAA Emergency Airworthiness Directives 


4.1 CAA Emergency Airworthiness Directives can be issued for 
both British and Foreign constructed products. They are used 
to notify mandatory modifications and inspections where the 
degree of urgency is such that it is not practical to use the 
normal channels. 


4.2 CAA Emergency Airworthiness Directives are sent by the 
CAA to British Operators of aircraft of the type and to the 
CAA Area and Overseas offices having supervision responsi- 
bility for aircraft of the type. In the case of foreign constructed 
products, copies are also sent to the Responsible Authority of 
the State of Construction and to the foreign constructor. 
Transmission to Operators is by Telex or by first class mail, as 
appropriate. 


4.3 Unless inappropriate (e.g. a single, immediate inspection) 
the normal publication action will be taken in due course. 


Airworthiness Notices Where the subject matter does 
not lend itself to expression in terms of paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 
notification may be effected by means of an Airworthiness 
Notice. The normal CAA Airworthiness Directive publication 
action will be taken, when appropriate, in due course. 


Cancellation This Notice cancels Airworthiness Notice 
No. 36, Issue 8, dated 22nd January, 1979, which should be 
destroyed. 


fe. capt 


for the Civil Aviation Authority. 
Airworthiness Division, 
Brabazon House, 
Redhill, Surrey RH1 1SQ. 


